
Dear Children of the Most High, 
 

"I am learning that Lent is a gift"  
 

Romans 7:24 NRSV "Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body 
of death?" What a question. The author of the book of Romans asks this question 
from a place of utter understand that we can't deliver ourselves. While history has 
proven that humanity has attempted many times to save/fulfill its own self - there's 
always been a sour disappointment conveyed when natural reality is realized. That's 
the point of Lent, to understand the reality of our inability to save ourselves. Ash 
Wednesday reminds us by the "dark-mark of the Cross" worn on the Believers 
forehead that repentance is a sober and necessary thing. 
 

Lent is a gift! Lent is a gift because we are shown through the 40 day journey that 
great passion Christ Jesus had for the Will of God and for the Church. The Savior 
Jesus Christ paid the price in full for our sin by His blood, saying to all that may 
believe "Do you want to be made well/whole?" (John 5:6b). Like the man at the 
pool of Bethesda, Christ Jesus bids us to arise in health and peace. Lent is a gift! 
Lent helps us to be patience through fasting and prayer to not wait on the feelings 
of this world to bring satisfaction - but rather to trust in His great work of salvation 
that absolutely makes us whole. The call of Lent is to put your will on the side of 
Jesus Christ. Lent draws us to serve Christ, and to response to His word to receive 
strength in this difficult world that only God can fix. 
 

Lent causes us the recognize and repent of any and all evil practices, by 
surrendering to the love of the Master that binds us eternally both soul and body 
into His perfect Will. Lent helps us to see that Christ is able and longs to deliver 
whom so ever shall call upon His name. Ephesians 2:1 says that those that are "dead 
in trespasses" Christ can impart life . . . and beyond by offering better life - 
abundant life!  
 

For this 40 day journey - let us think of our own role in the activity of salvation. 
Our own role and our own responsibility to bear one another's burden, while 
holding the hand of God and the hand of our neighbors as we proclaim:  "Christ 
Jesus will set free the captive that is held by weakness and misfortune and the chains 
of sin." Lent is a gift! 
 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return - From the Heart of the 
Pastor . . . 
 

 

Pastor Cory 

(It's All about Jesus) 
 

 

8th Sunday After Epiphany  Readings:  Exodus 24:12-18  /  Psalm 99  /  2 Peter 
1:16-21  /  Matthew 17:1-9 
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COMMIT TO READING DAILY MATTHEW 5:3-7:27 2014 
 

Ushers for March:   Bible Study Class; Liturgist for March 9:  Wanda Ogden(8:30), Tom 
Waring(11:00); Acolytes for March 9:  Ann and Morgan Hudomint; Hospitality Greeter for March 
29:  Bill Eure; Nursery Volunteer for March 9:  Laura Spivey; Flowers for March 9:  Bill & Ginger 
Grizzard; Paraments for March:   White (2nd), Purple (9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th); Church Checkers for 
March:  Ellis Taylor & Steve Holliday 

 
Ministry Staff 

 
Reverend Cory B. Oliver, Pastor   Jane Nixon, Organist/Choir Director 
Tawnya Gray, Administrative Assistant  Marion Hudson, Youth Director 

Our Vision: 
“Love Jesus - Love Others - Teach Others to Love Jesus” 

 
2014 Theme: 

The Year to Abide in Christ and Bear Much Fruit 
 

Visit us at www.fumcrr.org  Email us at fumcrr@gmail.com 
 

Worship Bulletin for the 11:00 a.m. service 

     

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

339 Roanoke Avenue, Roanoke Rapids, NC 27870 

 
Office No. 252-537-2173 

Office Hours:  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. (M-Th.); 

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon (Fri.) 

 

Rev. Cory Oliver’s email:  firstumcrr.pastor@gmail.com 

Rev. Oliver’s Number:  252-996-0256 

COMMIT TO MEMORY SCRIPTURE 2014 
 

Matthew 5:3-16 NRSV  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted.  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be filled.  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  8 “Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  9 “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  10 “Blessed are those 
who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out 
and trampled under foot.  14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on 
a hill cannot be hid. 15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 

 

http://www.fumcrr.org/
mailto:fumcrr@gmail.com


Order of Worship March 2, in the year of our Lord 
2014 ~ Worship Service 11AM 

 

 (We encourage each of you to sign your name, address, phone/cell phone and email 
address on the pew pad located at the end of your pew.  Thank you) 

 

  Announcements & Guest Recognition 10:55AM                    Pastor Cory B. Oliver 

 
  Pastoral Prayer                                                                        Pastor Cory B. Oliver 

 
  Prelude                         “All Glory Be to God on High”             J. S. Bach 

 
  Chiming of the Hour                                                                            Addie Nixon 

 
  Address to the People                                                                          Bill Amerson 

“Gather to me this consecrated people, who made a covenant with me by sacrifice.”  And 
the heavens proclaim his righteousness, for he is a God of justice.  (Psalm 50:5-6) 

 
  Introit            “O Wondrous Sight! O Vision Fair” (text 258)              WAREHAM 

 
+Call to Worship                              “Into My Heart”                              FWS 2160  

 

+Opening Prayer                                                                                   Bill Amerson 
Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord:  though your sins are like scarlet, they 
shall be like snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. 
Almighty God, your blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan. 
Come quickly to help us who are assaulted by many temptations. And, as you 
know the weakness of each of us, let each one find you mighty to save; through 
Jesus Christ Your Son, our Lord. Amen  (BOW 325 & 333)                                          
                                                                                                                                  

  Old Testament Reading             Exodus 24:12-18 NRSV                    Bill Amerson 
Leader:  May God's Increased Blessings be Upon this His Holy Word 
People:  Amen. 

 
+Hymn of Holiness   “Here Before the Mountains' Grandeur” See Insert 

 

+Affirmation of Faith            The Apostles' Creed, UMH 881              Bill Amerson 

 
+The Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 
  Prayers of the People & Blessings of the Children                  Pastor Cory B. Oliver 

 
  God's Holy Offering                                                                            Bill Amerson 

 
  Offertory Anthem                  “Jesu, Only Light”           Heinrich Albert 

 
+Doxology                  “Be Present at Our Table, Lord”                 UMH 621 

 
+Gospel Lesson                         Matthew 17:1-9 NRSV                        Bill Amerson 

Leader:  This Is the Word of The LORD. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 
  Proclamation               “Our Response after Many”               Pastor Cory B. Oliver 

 
  Holy Communion Celebration                                               Pastor Cory B. Oliver 

(Communion Stewards:  Bill Amerson, Laura Arthur, Leslie Ezzelle,  
Bruce Helms, Beth Miller, Brandon Oliver) 

 
  Holy Communion Solo            “He Shall Feed His Flock”           John Ness Beck 
               Bill Schweinfurth, soloist 

 
+Hymn                        “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                        UMH 139  

 
+Benediction  “You Are Sent Forth to Abide in Christ and Bear Much Fruit”  

 
+Postlude           “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star”     Dietrich Buxtehude 

 
+If you are able please stand. 

 
Flowers on the Altar:  The Flowers on the altar today are given to the glory of God in loving 
memory of Durward Wilson Leggett by his wife and daughter, Lake Leggett and Mary Leggett Ward. 



Prayer Concerns:  Don Armstrong (Howard Armstrong’s brother), Melvin Butler, Justine, 16 years 
old (Lucille & Charles Davis great niece), Eddie Clarke (Emmaus Walk), Greg Dendler, Joan Fussell, 
Jimmie Gilreath (Joan Gilstrap’s father; Halifax Regional), Jerry and Betty Hayes, Don Malcolm, Carlee 
Mehls (Fred & Peggy Jones 16 yr. old granddaughter), Pastor Cory and family, Gwen Overby (seriously 
ill; 30223 Vick’s Millpond Road, Branchville, VA 23828; Rev. Renee Edwards Jones mother), Skylar 
Pope (infant), Mike Showalter (owner of Crestview Cemetery), Duke Thornton (Myrt New’s sister), Bill 
White, Kathy White, Elton Woodruff.  If you have someone you would like to add to the prayer list, 
please contact Tawnya during the week.  Thank you 
 

Kindly consider recycling the music insert by placing it at the ends of the pews when the service is 
over. 
 

Thank you to all who made a contribution and/or purchased items from the Yard Sale.  Thank you 
to everyone who helped move items to the fellowship hall, helped set up and sort, and helped on 
Saturday with the sale and cashiering.  All funds collected will help fund the Bethlehem Food Pantry. 

 
Attention!  The Church Council meeting for March 4 has been cancelled.  Our next meeting will be 
Tuesday, April 1 at 7:00 p.m. in the Thorne-Neal Fellowship Hall. 
 

The United Methodist Women are collecting facial tissues (Kleenex-like) to take to our local 
nursing homes.  A marked box will be in the narthex of our church.   We will also accept the individual 
kleenex packages, as well as the larger boxes of Kleenex.  Thank you very much for your help. 
 

Men’s Bible Study:  “Share Jesus Without Fear”  -  4 Sessions – Beginning Mid-March.  Sign-up 
Sheet in Nartherx -- Servant/Leaders:  Bill Eure, Bill Amerson" 

 

Come and join the Stewardship Team on Tuesday night March 4th. We will be sponsoring a 
Shrove (Fat) Tuesday pancake and sausage supper in the Fellowship Hall. We will be serving from 
5:30 pm to 7:30 pm. Transportation will be available for those who need it. The cost for the supper is 
by donation. Mark your calendar, bring a friend and come on for delicious pancakes and sausage. 
Please sign up on the sheet provided in the narthex or you may contact the church office at 
537-2173 ext. 2. 
 

Ash Wednesday Services, March 5: First United Methodist Church will have an Ash Wednesday 
service at 11:00 a.m. in the Charles C. Davis Chapel followed by a light lunch in the Thorne-Neal 
Fellowship Hall (Please sign up for the lunch in the narthex) and an evening service will be at 6:30 
p.m. in the Charles C. Davis Chapel. 
 

Online Book Study for Lent:  The NC Conference Media Center will be hosting an online book 
study for Lent that is free to all participants. We will read the new book, A World Worth Saving: Lenten 
Spiritual Practices for Action by United Methodist Pastor George Hovaness Donigian. The study will begin 
on Ash Wednesday, March 5th, and continue through April 22nd. Registration is free but required 
before the class begins. Please email Dr. Christine Harman at charman@nccumc.org to register. 
 

As we read the book offline, we will engage with the book online through discussion forums, 
multimedia, and calls to action. A World Worth Saving will challenge readers to add to their inner 
spiritual life by taking action to produce spiritual fruit in their communities and the world. The online 
course is open to anyone in the NC Conference but may be of special interest to outreach and missions 
leaders.  The book is available through Cokesbury and The Upper Room. 
 

Ecumenical Lenten Lunch:  Wednesday, March 5, 12:00 noon at All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
with Leah Reed as speaker.  Monetary donations will go towards the East Carolina Poverty Network.  
The Clergy Association will meet during lunch. 

 
 

Enriching Your Time With God, sponsored by The Order of the Daughters of the King Laura 
June King Alston Chapter:  Saturday, March 8 at All Saints’ Episcopal Church.  Registration/Light 
breakfast will be from 8:45 to 9:20 a.m. in the Parish House, meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Church.  Contact person:  Mae Cox 

 
United Methodist Women General/Fellowship Meeting will be Sunday, March 9 at 3:00 
p.m. in the Thorne-Neal Fellowship Hall.  Program will be “A Call to Prayer and Self Denial”  Program 
Leader:  Tuesday Night Bible Study.   
 

Attention Ladies!  The Katie Lee Thorne Circle invites you to a Coffee Social on Tuesday, March 
11 at 10:00 a.m. in the Thorne-Neal Fellowship Hall.  Transportation provided.  Please contact Patsy 
Towe, 537-2760. 
 

Ecumenical Lenten Lunch:  Wednesday, March 12, 12:00 noon at Rosemary Baptist Church 
with LaCount Anderson as speaker.  Monetary donations will go towards the East Carolina Poverty 
Network.  The Clergy Association will meet during lunch. 
 
Welcome to Spring Dinner for the Ladies of the Church:  The Taylor Oakes Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast will host a “Welcome to Spring Dinner for the ladies of the Church on Friday, March 21 at 
6:00 p.m. in the Thorne-Neal Fellowship Hall.  Bring your spouse, guest, or come unaccompanied.  
Call the church office to make a reservation by 12:00 noon on Friday, March 14 (or sign up in the 
narthex).  Also, let the church office know if you would like transportation.  We would love to pick you 
up.  Menu:    Barbecued chicken, green beans, boiled potatoes, and dessert will be served.  
Entertainment will be provided 
 

Curtis Hyler and Jubilation will be performing in concert at Shiloh United Methodist in Gaston, 
NC on Saturday March 22, 2014 at 7:00 PM.  Shiloh UMC is located at 421 Highway 46 (Lawrenceville 
Road) in Gaston.  Admission is free, but a love offering will be received. If you need more information, 
please call Rev Richard Russell at  252 537 3638.   
 

Stew Sale!  The Stewardship Team will be having a Stew Sale on Saturday, April 5.  Cost of the stew 
is $7.00 per quart.  You may sign up in the narthex or call the church office, 537-2173, ext. 2.  
Volunteers are needed to help cut and peel onions and potatoes on Friday and help with stew on 
Saturday. 

http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/nccumc/KUzH/~3/Rka02qUumBg/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
javascript:_e(%7B%7D,'cvml','charman@nccumc.org');
http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=1192534&vsl=1041
http://bookstore.upperroom.org/cart/upperroom/p-24245.htm
tel:252%20537%203638


AGAPE Christmas Boxes!  We will again this year be collecting items for AGAPE Christmas shoe 
boxes to go to Armenia for children ages infants – 2 years, 3-6 years, 7-12 years, and 13-18 years.  A list 
of items will be in the narthex and hospitality room. 
 

Upcoming Webinars from the General Board of Discipleship: 

Children’s Ministry 

Individual Faith Formation Planning for Children: Tuesday, March 11. One hour session 

beginning 11 am eastern time. Public school teachers and many parents know the letters, IEP, and we 

know how important this is to the development of children. What if we had an Individual Faith 

Formation Plan for Children? What would it look like? How could it shape the way children engage? 

Let’s explore this together in this interactive webinar. Registration required through the title link above. 

Discipleship Formation 

Multiplying Disciples, Part 1: Tuesday, March 11. One hour session begins at 7:30 pm eastern time. 

The FIRST step for intentional disciple making is building a lay-clergy team to build the plan! Explore 

the qualities needed for the team, how the team models discipleship, learns together and leads the 

congregation in a plan. Participants will have opportunity for self-assessment before the part 2 webinar. 

Registration required through the title link above. 

Multiplying Disciples, Part 2: Thursday, March 27. One hour session begins 7:30 pm eastern time. 

Spiritual leaders learn together to build an intentional congregational plan for making disciples. 

Registration required through the title link above. 

Financial Discipleship 

Freed Up Financial Living: Start This Ministry in Your Church! Thursday, March 13. One hour 
session begins at 7:30 pm eastern time. This course can help people in your church better understand 
their money, and how to control it so that it doesn’t control them. Written by Dick Towner, who 
launches Good $ense Ministry at Willow Creek Church, this latest version can have a powerful impact 
on your congregation and community. Registration required through the title link above. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This Week’s Schedule 
Sunday March 2 
  8:25 a.m. Announcement Time/Chapel Service (8:30 a.m.)- Davis Chapel (nursery provided) 
  9:30 a.m. AgapeConnect Worship Service (non-traditional service) – Thorne-Neal Fellowship 

Hall 
  9:45 a.m. Coffee, juice, donuts - hallway on main floor by elevator/Sunday School for all ages 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary (nursery provided) 
  5:30 p.m. MYF/YYF – Thorne-Neal Fellowship Hall  
Monday March 3 
  8:00 a.m. Little Angels Playgroup (ages 14 months to 5 years old) – Nursery (till 5:00 )         
  9:30 a.m. Monday morning Ecumenical Bible Study – Ruth Oakes Classroom 
  4:00 p.m. Monday Bible Study (7 weeks) Gideon:  Your Weaknesses and God’s Strength by  

Priscilla Shirer – Ruth Oakes Classroom  
  5:30 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal – Room across from the Nursery (till 7:30) 
  6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts – Thorne-Neal Fellowship Hall (till 8:30) 
Tuesday March 4  
  8:00 a.m. Little Angels Playgroup (ages 14 months to 5 years old) – Nursery (till 5:00 ) 
  9:00 a.m. Dr. Frazier (Psychological evaluations) – Church Library 
12:00 noon Prayer Team – Chris Spivey Classroom 
  5:30 p.m. Shrove Tuesday Pancake and Sausage Supper – Thorne-Neal Fellowship Hall  
Wednesday March 5:  Ash Wednesday 
  7:00 a.m. Taylor Oakes (Men’s) Prayer Breakfast – Thorne-Neal Fellowship Hall 
  8:00 a.m. Little Angels Playgroup (ages 14 months to 5 years old) – Nursery (till 5:00 ) 
11:00 a.m. Ash Wednesday Service – Davis Chapel (Light lunch to follow in the Thorne-Neal 
  Fellowship Hall) 
  6:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service – Davis Chapel 
  7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Choir Room 
Thursday March 6 
  8:00 a.m. Little Angels Playgroup (ages 14 months to 5 years old) – Nursery (till 5:00) 
11:00 a.m. Dr. Robert Radson (Psychological evaluations) – Church Library 
  6:30 p.m. Cub Scouts – Thorne-Neal Fellowship Hall (till 7:30) 
  7:00 p.m. N.A.M.I. Meeting – Ruth Oakes Classroom 
Friday  March 7 Church Office Open till Noon  
  8:00 a.m. Little Angels Playgroup (ages 14 months to 5 years old) – Nursery (till 5:00) 
Saturday March 8: Turn Clocks ahead 1 Hour before going to bed 
  8:45 a.m. Enriching Your Time With God – All Saints Episcopal Church 
  (registration/breakfast 8:45 – Parish Hall; 9:30 – meeting begins in Church) 
Sunday  March 9:  Daylight Saving Time Begins 
  8:25 a.m. Announcement Time/Chapel Service (8:30 a.m.) – Davis Chapel (nursery provided) 
  9:30 a.m. AgapeConnect Worship Service (non-traditional service) – Thorne-Neal Fellowship 

Hall 
  9:45 a.m. Coffee, juice, donuts - hallway on main floor by elevator/Sunday School for all ages 
10:50 a.m. Announcement Time/Worship Service (11:00 a.m.) – Sanctuary (nursery provided)  

3:00 p.m. United Methodist Women General/Fellowship Meeting – Thorne-Neal 
Fellowship Hall 

  5:30 p.m. MYF/YYF – Thorne-Neal Fellowship Hall 
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Exodus 24:12-18 (NRSV) 
12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; 
and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, 
which I have written for their instruction.” 13 So Moses set out with his assistant 
Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. 14 To the elders he had 
said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with 
you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 

15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 
16 The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six 
days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17 Now the 
appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the 
mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18 Moses entered the cloud, and 
went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty 
nights. 

 

Matthew 17:1-9 (NRSV) 

17:1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John 
and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured 
before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling 
white. 3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 
4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I[a] will 
make three dwellings[b] here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and 
from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved;[c] with him I am well 
pleased; listen to him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground 
and were overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up 
and do not be afraid.” 8 And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus 
himself alone. 

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one 
about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”  
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